New cruising venture

Reina del Mar sails for the
Caribbean sunshine isles

On Friday March 9, Reina Del Mar will
leave Southampton and head down Channel
and thiough the Bay of Biscay on what
would at first appear to be one of her fami
la crlss o the Adatic ands, Her e
port of ca Tenerife, a course to
‘whichshe it 30 meneags i i i
she could make her own way there without
the g\udmce of her captain.

“Then the picture changes as, instead of
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blue Caribbean and the colourful islands of

the West Tndie. Thus sh il be making
B&C history as the first of our passenger
Vessels o operace in these waters, lthough
they will not be new to the Reina Del Mar
herself, as during her earlier career with the
Pacific Steam Navigation Company she had
been engaged in regular liner service from
UK to South American and Caribbean
ports.
What influencsd the decision t catr for
the it time oo cruiing that on
e of it seemed ety well fill
ready s The frmt conscgraton here was

how bent o enply the bl
g the two voyages from the Cape to South
mprise the essential part

h o
Portugucsc East Afican ports, but increas:
ing competitin o the Indian Oce
mished bookings to the cxtent

i this operation became unéconomi

efore necessary to look for
alternative employment before the start of
the UK summer scason.

Further study revealed that, although
there are many vessels operating in the
Caribbean during the winter months, most
of them are on fly-cruise terms or based in
ports in the United States, and that there
are few direct sailings from England for

Tor Reina Del Mar, and 5o it was decided to
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New ports wait for Union-Castle’s popular cruise

ship on her March 1973 sailin

1g. K. J. Brett describes

the planning, the places, and some of the problems

W Union-Castle's 20,747-ton Reina del Mar at sea. Picture: Skyfoos.

bring her back from Cape Town immedi-
ately after the South American programme
in order to catch the winter-weary Britons
wbo had time wnd money 1o spae for &
Leisurely voyage to the sun. er for
what would ooviousy be 8 more leisured
and market, certain adaptations
of Reina Del Mars traditional cuising
pattern appeared to be desirable,
Caciion whs taken t Feduce the capacity ot
the Carlbbean crvie o aroundt 650, “This
allows more room for everybody and pro-
vides 8 mumber o dagl oo whih hd
erto been available in Reina Del Mar
{atthough thi faciity wil now be extended
to the 1973 summer programme).
reasoning appears to have proved
correct, as within a short time of announce-
ment, and eve befoe pubiieion o e
rochure, Caribbean cruse bookings had
reached the halfiay mark.
writing they are well on the wuy t©
A gratiying feauce of this
des regular Reina Del
T reloe e s s T hes o
tinued pnpllhnly with those who know her.
ided in principle to go west,
he next problem was t plan an itinerary in

e of
npm.y
sponse i that

that became apparent was that
the term Caribbean covered a much wider
area than one had realised, and that places
like Jamaica and Bahamas were beyond the

ising range of Reina Del Mar in the time
o€ her disposl. Tn the event, s was
we stll had a choice of that

Easterr

‘Within this area there was sti

alongside, or failing an anche
with adequate launch o,
loes not carry her own boats for
Tanding ervse posengecs.
Armed with these fucts and o e comane
tic notions of what the Caribbean is all
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ot e Wt Tndian pors
added the regular favourites o  Teneife nd

r,on the outvard and reurn journeys
Respectively, We assumed tht the chances
o ovavbic westher would b brigiher o
this more southerly course, and the calls
provide breaks in the

Lucia, and this is shown iz roc
But several months later we were told that
launch service whi :n promised
at_this anchorage port since been
the call im-

d but fortunately a substitute was
found in Martinique, without altering the
rest of the itinerary, and our five Caribbean




